Last Roundup – Discussion Questions
1. Why was Santa Rosa Island an ideal location for a cattle ranch?

2. Sometimes calves were shipped to Santa Rosa Island from as far away as Florida to be fattened. How could this make economic sense?

3. What are some of the challenges in operating a cattle ranch 26 miles at sea?

4. Discuss why it seemed to make sense to add Santa Rosa Island to the Channel Islands National Park.

5. Was it fair to the Vail family to have to give up a 100-year ranching operation so that a few hundred people a year could visit their island as a “park”?

6. Could the island have been made part National Park and part cattle ranch? Would that be a good outcome?

7. How did making Santa Rosa Island a National Park create a public benefit from an environmental and preservation perspective?

8. Would you like to have lived on the Vail ranch and helped in the cattle operation? Why? What do you think your routine would have been out there?
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